PCT/DE2003/00275f 

* • PATENT COOPERATION TR^R'Y ;§|«NMIII II 

^ PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

V (Chapter II of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 



(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
2002P15017WO 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See Form PCT/IPEA/4 1 6 


International application No. 

PCT/DE2003/002755 


International filing date (day/montli/year) 
18 August 2003 (18.08.2003) 


Priority date {day/month/year) 
30 September 2002 (30.09.2002) 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
H04J 3/16 



Applicant 

SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT 



1 . This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
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Administrative Instructions). 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

|~| This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

| | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

| | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

I | The international application as originally Filed/furnished 
^) the description: 

pages 1-6 , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on ^ 

pages* received by this Authority on _^ 

|^x(] the claims: 

pages 1-3 , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

|^<] the drawings: 

pages 1/2, 2/2 , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

| | a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

f~l the description, pages _ 

EU ^ e claims, Nos. 



1 | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

1 | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): m 



|. Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. . 

| 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 



| | the sequence listing (specify): 

| 1 any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): m 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-3 



1-3 



1-3 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Prior art 



Dl: CHOY L: "VIRTUAL CONCATENATION TUTORIAL: 

ENHANCING SONET/SDH NETWORKS FOR DATA TRANSPORT" 
JOURNAL OF OPTICAL NETWORKING, XX, XX, Vol. 1, 
No. 1, January 2002 (2002-01), pages 18-29, 
XP001096527 

Dl discloses a method for the secure transmission of 
a data signal via synchronous data networks, in 
which method the data signal is divided into a 
plurality of virtually linked partial signals which 
are transmitted via a plurality of data channels and 
in which method the data signal is divided into 
partial signals of a lower data rate and is 
transmitted via all data channels and when one or 
more data channels malfunctions, the data signal is 
re-divided amongst the remaining data channels. 



Problem of interest : 



The method according to claim 1 addresses the 
problem of retaining the allocated capacity when a 
channel malfunctions . 
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Novelty: 

At least one channel more than is required is used 
to transmit the data signal. 

Such a method (claim 1) is neither described nor 
suggested by the prior art . 



Claims 2 and 3 are dependent on claim 1 and 
therefore likewise meet the PCT requirements for 
novelty and inventive step. 
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